Learning English through Poems and Songs


Appreciating the Musical Oliver! (II)
Be Back Soon
Learning Activity
Listening and Vocabulary

Listen to the song and do the following activities.
1. Note some of the expressions we could use to part from someone:
· adieu (French: to/with God)
· adios (Spanish: to/with God)
· au revoir (French: until I see you again)
· bye (familiar)
· bye-bye (children)
· cheerio (familiar)
· ciao (Italian: sounds like “chow”)
· farewell (formal)
· good-bye (standard)
· sayonara (Japanese: see you)
· see you (familiar)
· so long (standard, familiar)
· ta ta (slang)
2. Alliterative doubles such as “safe and sound” are used in the song. Match similar phrases in the left-hand column with the correct meanings on the right.
	black and blue
	· 
	· 
	very different

	chalk and cheese
	· 
	· 
	badly bruised

	fast and furious
	· 
	· 
	healthy and strong

	full and frank
	· 
	· 
	everything happening at once

	hale and hearty
	· 
	· 
	complete and honest

	kith and kin
	· 
	· 
	family

	might and main
	· 
	· 
	get excited about

	part and parcel
	· 
	· 
	an essential piece of

	rant and rave
	· 
	· 
	power and strength

	thick and thin
	· 
	· 
	good and bad times 


	Teacher’s Notes
Learning Activity
Listening and Vocabulary
Suggested answers:

1. This could be used as the basis for a discussion of greeting and parting customs and words involving different language and cultures. A class leader could collect and record on the board the collective knowledge of the class.

2.

black and blue
–
badly bruised
chalk and cheese
–
very different
fast and furious
–
everything happening at once
full and frank
–
complete and honest
hale and hearty
–
healthy and strong
kith and kin

–
family
might and main
–
power and strength
part and parcel
–
an essential piece of
rant and rave
–
get excited about
thick and thin
–
good and bad times
Teachers might like to show students the following examples of use of the phrases or turn them into an extra cloze exercise:

(a) You’re black and blue all over. Whatever happened?

(b) They might be twins but they are as like as chalk and cheese.

(c) The goals came fast and furious in the second half.

(d) He made a full and frank confession.

(e) The old man looked hale and hearty.

(f) We must gather all our kith and kin for Grandfather’s hundredth birthday.

(g) They struggled with all their might and main to achieve their dream.

(h) It’s all part and parcel of her scheme to dominate the competition.

(i) However much teachers rant and rave about it, students always leave work till the last possible minute.

(j) They were true to each other through thick and thin.
See some further examples below:
bed and board
–
place to sleep and meals
beg and borrow
–
do anything to get the money together
fuss and flap
–
to do something with a lot of commotion
life and limb
–
risk life and limb
like it or lump it

–
it will happen anyway: you can like it or bear it.
neither rhyme nor reason

–
no sense at all
rough and ready

–
very approximate or unpolished
scrimp and save

–
make a ruthless effort to save
short and sweet

–
concise and to the point
spick and span

–
tidy and organised
trials and tribulations

–
difficulties
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